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ORGANISATORS
 EDITO : 50th anniversary of the Francophonie 
Every year, more than 33 million people gather for Francopho-
nie Month, an initiative created by the International Organization of 
the Francophonie to promote the French language in a context of 
cultural diversity. This year, we are celebrating the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the diversity of the French-speaking world around the the-
me Urban changes and sustainable cities: being together in the world.

In Kenya many events have been organized in Kenya in March to cele-
brate the Francophonie and the week of press and media. Film scree-
nings, comedy shows, conferences, exhibitions, literary, scientific and 
sports meetings, coordinated by the Embassy of France in Kenya in col-
laboration with the embassies of Tunisia, Switzerland, Belgium, Burkina 
Faso, as well as the Lycée Français, the Alliances Françaises (Nairobi, 
Mombasa, Eldoret) and francophone organizations of Kenyan civil society.

The Francophonie is nearly 275 million women and men who share a com-
mon language spread over the 5 continents. The French language, which 
is learned by tens of thousands of Kenyans, also shares responsibility for 
its evolution and dissemination in a context of growing linguistic diversity. 
It is a bearer of values, an opening to the world, the defense of educa-
tion and training for all, of sustainable development, and of gender equality.

Ambassade Belge au Kenya
Ambassade du Burkina Faso au Kenya

Ambassade d'Egypte au Kenya
Ambassade de France au Kenya
Ambassade de Suisse au Kenya
Ambassade de Tunisie au Kenya



PRESS CONFERENCE
French-speaking embassies will meet at the Alliance Française de Nairobi for a 
press conference on the programme for the month of Francophonie on the oc-
casion of this fiftieth anniversary. The theme of the Francophonie in Kenya 
this year is : Urban change and sustainable cities: being together in the world.   

eKitabu & French embassy in Kenya
Signing of an agreement (MoU) for the deployment of access in the 20 
French Language Resource Centers throughout eKitabu. In favor of book 
access and multilingualism, this involves a donation of digital tablets and 
training in the tool financed by a fund of the French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (FSPI EFIP). eKitabu offers these centers the full content of its ap-
plication with thousands of books online, including 100 in French language. 

Alliance Francaise de Nairobi
March 5th - 5:30 pm

Alliance Francaise de Nairobi
March 5th - 7:00pm, Free entry

CELINE BANZA
Winner of the 2019 Radio France Internationale Discovery Award, the Congolese 
singer, Céline Banza, will be in Nairobi as part of her African tour prize with
her 5-man band.

The jury, presided over by international artists including Angélique Kidjo and Tiken 
Jah Fakoly, selected Banza ahead of ten finalists from across the African continent. 
Céline Banza sings folk-inspired ballads in Ngbandi, a language spoken in the north 
of the Democratic Republic of Congo. She studied music at the National Institute of 
Arts in Kinshasa and is working on her debut album to be released later this year.



Kenyatta University
March 7th - 10:00am

Technical University of Kenya
March 7th & 18th

05-03-20

The inter-university French debate tournament allows the student community 
to promote the French language and defend the values of the Francophonie. 
The tournament is open to any student who is regularly enrolled in a higher 
education institution. A private university can only be represented by one team, 
whereas each component of the public universities can be represented by one 
team. A team is composed of 3 students.  For this 6th edition, a regional final - 
Indian Ocean will be organized between the winning teams from Madagascar, 
Mauritius, Comoros and Kenya.

GOOD FRANCE CHALLENGE
The sixth edition of «Goût de France / Good France» will be an opportunity to 
celebrate the gastronomy of the Centre-Val de Loire, as well as to celebrate the 
10th anniversary of the inscription of the «gastronomic meal of the French» as 
part of UNESCO’s intangible cultural heritage. Ahead of the edition in April 2020, 
as part of the fiftieth anniversary of the Francophonie, a «foretaste» in the form 
of a culinary competition in collaboration with a French-speaking chef and a re-
nowned Kenyan education institution. 

March 7: discovery of the recipe with the chef Mr Sebastien Miraux, Fairmont 
Kenya. ; March 18: execution of the recipe by the students. The 3 finalists will 
compete at the Good France dinner in April 2020.



Lycee Francais D. Diderot
March 7th - 6:30pm, Free entry

SAMIA OROSEMANE
The Lycée Français Denis Diderot and the French Embassy in Kenya invite you 
on March 7, 2020 at 6:30 pm, for a comedy show. From 15 years old. The show 
will be followed by a French-speaking buffet with the support of the Embassy of 
Tunisia and Burkina Faso. Free entrance, on registration. 

Samia Orosemane, born in Paris, is a Tunisian-French comedian and actress, 
who became known in 2009 with her show Samia and the 40 comedians, with 
the participation of other artists.

RAW SUGAR WARRIORS
International Women's Rights Day

Raw Sugar Warriors CBO Youth Boxing Training Public & Media Session with 
Judy Waguthii: A popular and community initiative to empower young girls in 
Kibera through boxing & self-defense and support for their education. 

Judy Waguthii is a francophone Kenyan professional boxer, ranked in the world 
top 10 in her super light weight category; she won the 2018 World Boxing title 
with the WBC (World Boxing Council) silver belt, one of the most prestigious 
titles in the world of professional boxing. Judy Waguthii started training young 
girls from Kibera in boxing and self-defense. Raw Sugar Warriors is a commu-
nity-based organization located in Kibera with the aim of creating a safe space 
for young girls and supporting them in their empowerment through boxing and 
self-defense so that they can defend themselves against sexual assault and 
gain self-confidence. Beyond training, Judy Waguthii and her team provide ge-
neral support and a safe and caring space. Coaching and awareness of a va-
lue system carried by the team, based on hard work, perseverance, discipline 
and resilience, which does not let poverty define people but their character and 
personality, and which encourages them to develop their talents, self-esteem, 
self-confidence, life goals and priorities and personal fulfilment. This event is 
labelled Generation Equality. 

Kibera, Kianda Area
March 8th - 10:00am



M-Pesa Foundation Academy
March 15th

CINEMA
9/03 - Tout ce qui me reste de la révolution by Judith Davis
Angela was 8 years old when the first McDonald’s opened in East Berlin - 
Since then, she has been fighting against the curse of her generation: to 
be born «too late» at a time of global political depression. Coming from a 
family of activists, her sister chose the world of business and her mother 
abandoned overnight her political struggle to move alone to the country-
side.

16/03 - Talking about Trees by Suhaib Gasmelbari, 2019 
Brahim, Suleiman, Manar and Eltayeb have been friends for more than 
forty-five years. They left their home countries in the 1960s and 1970s to 
study film abroad and on their return founded the Sudanese Film Group in 
1989. After years of remoteness and exile, they are reunited and hope to 
finally realize their old dream: to bring cinema back to Sudan.

23/03 - Libre de Michel Toesca
La Roya, a valley in the south of France bordering Italy. Cédric Herrou, a 
farmer, cultivates his olive trees there. When he comes across refugees on 
his way, he decides, with others, to welcome them, offer them refuge and 
help them file their asylum applications. But in doing so, he is considered 
outlawed... Michel Toesca, a long-time friend of Cédric and also a resident 
of La Roya, followed him for three years. A concerned and sensitive wit-
ness, camera in hand, he participated and filmed this citizen resistance day 
by day. This film is the story of the struggle of Cédric and so many others.

Alliance Francaise de Nairobi
March 9, 16, 23 - 6pm

FRANCOPHONIE DAY
More than forty Kenyan schools gather around workshops to 

celebrate the Francophonie.



Alliance Francaise de Mombasa
March 16-21, Free entry

P ro g ra m  o f  the  Fra nc o p ho n ie  w e e k  i n  M o m b a s a
 
Animated Film Festival on the theme: being together in the world
- Monday 16 March: Aga Khan Academy (10am -12.30pm)
- Tuesday: 17: Light Academy (10am -12.30pm)
- Thursday 19: Shree Swaminaryan (10am -12.30pm) 
- screenings at AF for student during classtime (morning & evening) followed by a quizz
 
CONCERT - Friday 20 March 6pm
Kids Chorus in partnership with philip mbinji of the Coast Children Chorus.
then Swiss Jazzband "Beat Kaesti" and PartRaw (Kenyan singer)
 
Francophonie ceremony - Saturday, March 21 
Morning: Food market, Good France picnic, Kids show & tournament 
Afternoon: Exhibition and quiz "Dis-moi dix mots" & Animations
Evening: 
- Mombasa got Talent, Competition of french song
- Screening of the tunisian film The Flower of Aleppo (arabic : بلح ةرهز ; french : La 
Fleur d’Alep) is a 2016 Tunisian drama film directed by Ridha Behi. 

Dress code : White & blue or white & red

United Nations Campus Nairobi
March 19-24

FRENCH at ONU : Sustainable Cities
 Dates: March 19, 2020
 Location: United Nations Campus, Gigiri

The International Day of the French Language will be celebrated on March 19, one 
day ahead of time. The language section of the United Nations Office at Nairobi will 
honour its 200 French language learners through activities open to all. A panel of 
francophone speakers from UNON, UNEP and UN-Habitat will discuss the merits 
and reality of multilingualism in today’s multilateralism on the same day. Dates: 
March 23 and 24, 2020

 Dates: March 23 and 24, 2020
 Location: United Nations Campus, Gigiri

 Speakers :
- Oumar Sylla: Land tenure issues and urban development in Africa
- Christine Auclair: UN-Habitat, an agency at the service of the sustainable city
- Mathias Spaliviero: African issues of the sustainable city
- Emilie Martin: Sustainable mobility in the urban environment
- Jesus Salcedo: Sustainable and Affordable Housing
- Diana Lopez: Local government action for sustainable cities
- Vincent Kitio: Sustainable energy in the city
- Mathias Spaliviero: The sustainable city in Africa



Programme for the 2020 Francophonie Month
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Edna Adam University
March 20th, free entry

FRANCOPHONIE DAY at Hargeissa
All the university’s French language learners meet around 
workshops to celebrate the French-speaking world: giant dicta-
tion, escape game, French songs, poetry contest, story telling, 
theatre and games... around the theme Urban Mutations and Sus-
tainable Cities: Being together in the World. 

FRANCOPHONIE DAY at LFDD
It’s party time at the Lycée Français Denis Diderot! Kindergarten, 
primary, middle school and high school students gather to celebrate 
the French-speaking world around the theme Urban Changes and 
Sustainable Cities: Being Together in the World. They invite child-
ren from partner schools for poetry contests, games together... 

Lycee Francais D. Diderot
March 21th



Alliance Francaise de Nairobi
March 20th, free entry

BALOJI
Congolese born Belgian rapper, Baloji, will grace the Alliance Française stage on 
the World Francophonie Day as we mark 50 yrs of La Francophonie. Baloji, whose 
name means sorcerer in Kiswahili, is devishly creative. An artist in motion, a man of 
images and ideas, Baloji finds strength in his roots but freedom in between genres.

Baloji started off as MC Balo with one of Belgian’s most successful hip-hop crews, 
Starflam, before going solo in 2007. The flamboyant Baloji has received many mu-
sic honours but his life has been a journey of struggle and perseverance. His music 
tackles issues from his family history, to the experience of refugees in Europe, 
to our dependence on smartphones. His goal, he says, is to create art that lasts. W o r k s h o p s 

as part of 
the school’s 
press and 
media week. 



PETANQUE AND GOLF DAY BY FNK
Have you ever played the popular French game of #petanque? On the occasion of 
the #FrancophonieMonth, join us and play pétanque and golf in Kiambu #Golf Club, 
on March 21st, 10am! Free registration here https://forms.gle/Daho8cdrb2KcLtcN9 

Kiambu Golf Club, 
March 21th, 10am, free entry

BEAT KAESTLI
Beat Kaestli is a Swiss singer, songwriter, arranger, and producer who moved to 
New York City on a scholarship to the Manhattan School of Music. He honed his 
craft alongside noteworthy jazz performers.

Beat will be in Kenya with his new project ‘Collage’ which combines French classics 
and Swiss folk songs and explores the French-American connection in jazz.

With his unique arrangements, he brings countries like Mexico and Brazil seamlessly 
into his musical landscape. His CDs “Far From Home” and “Invitation” were in-
cluded in the official 2010 Grammy Awards selection for ‘Best Jazz Vocal Album’.

Alliance Francaise de Nairobi
March 21th, 7pm, free entry

 https://forms.gle/Daho8cdrb2KcLtcN9 


Digital exhibition based on comic strips, echoing the theme of the next 
Francophonie Summit in Tunis «Connectivity in diversity: digital, a 
vector for development and solidarity in the French-speaking world».

Lycee Francais D. Diderot
March 24th, 11h30

CINEMA
6:00 - 8:00 PM 

HAPPY HOUR AT THE ALCHEMIST 

8:00 PM 
SCREENING : LA TERRE

«The Earth» is an Egyptian film di-
rected by Yousef Chahine with 
Nagwa Ibrahim, Ezzat El Alaili. 

The Alchemist
March 24th, 6pm



LABCITOYEN
The selection procedure for the Kenyan 
representative in the LabCitoyen will 
be carried out this year through a poe-
try competition, the final of which will 
take place at the Alliance Française de 
Nairobi on 24 March 2020 from 6 pm. 

The best works will be exhibited 
at the Alliance Française from 23 
to 29 March and their authors will 
be selected to recite their work in 
French on the evening of 24 March.

This evening will be followed by a 
film by Mohamed Ben Attia.  Hedi, un 
vent de liberté (Arabic: يداه كبحن or 
Inhebbek Hedi) is a Belgian-Tunisian 
dramatic film directed and written by 
Mohamed Ben Attia, released in 2016.

The film is presented in official se-
lection at the 2016 Berlinale, where 
it wins the Best Debut Film Award.

Alliance Francaise de Nairobi
March 24th, 6pm, free entry

AU-DESSOUS DU VOLCAN
In Goma, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, at the foot of the Nyiragongo volca-
no, writers from Eastern Congo, Rwanda and Burundi met to exchange and
write on the themes of conflict, love and fraternity.

This book brings together all the words and texts that emerged from the first literary 
encounter in Goma.

Book presentation and discussion in French, in the presence of three of the authors 
in the book: Dominique Celis, Charly Mathekis, Natacha Songore - and one of the 
editors of the publication: Maëline Le Lay.

Alliance Francaise de Nairobi
March 24th, 6pm, free entry

Lycee Francais D. Diderot
March 25th, 19h00



PARTNERS
We thank them warmly, MERCI !

En 2020, la Francophonie célèbre son Cinquantenaire. L'occasion de reve-
nir aux origines, à l’esprit de ses fondateurs, mais également de se projeter 
vers l’avenir et d'imaginer la Francophonie de demain. De nombreux évé-
nements seront organisés dans le monde entier, particulièrement autour 
du  20 mars 2020, date de la Journée internationale de la Francophonie. 
Célébrée officiellement à Niamey et jusqu'au mois de décembre avec le 
XVIIIe Sommet de la Francophonie, à Tunis.

In 2020, La Francophonie celebrates its 50th anniversary. It is an opportu-
nity to go back to the origins, to the spirit of its founders, but also to look 
to the future and imagine the Francophonie of tomorrow. Numerous events 
will be organised throughout the world, particularly around 20 March 2020, 
the International Day of La Francophonie. Officially celebrated in Niamey 
and until December with the XVIIIth Francophonie Summit in Tunis.
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