
Indicative list of compelling reasons justifying travel between France and a country or territory which is 
not part of the European area 

Compelling personal or family-related reasons: 

 Death of a direct-line family member, or a brother or a sister / Visit to a person whose condition is life-
threatening for direct-line family members;  

Required documents: death certificate, medical certificate describing the situation of the person whose 
condition is life-threatening 

 Custody of children by the parent with parental authority or whose custody right is recognised by a 
court decision  

Required documents: court decision and proof of place of residence 

 Assistance to the elderly, sick or disabled who have no other support;  

Required documents: documents that establish the relationship between the assisting person and the 
person being assisted, and certifying the situation of the assisted person 

 Order to present oneself to a judicial or administrative authority 

Document required: order to present oneself to a judicial or administrative authority 

 Legal or economic impossibility to remain in the territory in which the person is located  

Required documents: Expiring residence permit, dismissal notice, etc. 

 Making the person safe (protection of children and combating the illicit movement of children abroad / 
protection to victims of intrafamily violence) 

Required documents: Any document establishing the materiality of the facts 

 Return to the main residence when the journey was started before 31 January 2021  

Required documents: proof of main residence, presentation of the outward and return ticket for an 
outward-return ticket, the outward part having to be before 31 January 2021 

 Students beginning, resuming or ending their studies  

Document required: higher education attendance certificate issued by the institution 

Compelling health reason:  

  Vital medical emergency (for the person as well as an accompanying person if their presence is 
essential)  

Required documents: medical certificate, proof of scheduled hospitalisation, etc. 

Compelling professional reasons:  

 Missions indispensable for continuation of an economic activity, requiring a physical presence which 
cannot be postponed and whose postponement or cancellation would have clearly disproportionate 
consequences or would be impossible (including transport professionals)  

Required documents: employer’s certificate, professional card for international freight, international 
passenger, international maritime transport crews 

 Health professional involved in the fight against Covid 19 or participating in cooperative operations of a 
major health interest;  

Required document: professional card 

 Particular missions related to the exercise of public power prerogatives (including diplomatic missions) 
which cannot be deferred or postponed.  

Document required: professional card, mission order  

 Professional high-level athletes taking part in meetings validated by the Ministry of Sports  

Document required: professional card, certificate issued by the organiser in connection with the 
Ministry of Sports 


